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ADDITIONAL NOTES ON BAHAMA SNAKES 
THOMAS BARBOUR 

The specimens which form the basis of this paper are now all 
the property of the Museum of Comparative Zoology at Cam- 
bridge, Mass. 

In December, 1904, a paper 1 was published in which a good 
series of lizards but rather few snakes were reported on. Now 
an opportunity is presented to offer notes on about forty speci- 
mens of Ophidians, for last winter Mr. A. E. Wight collected a 
number of fishes and reptiles during February and March; while 
later Gustav Sabille returned to New York from Nassau with an 
interesting lot of living snakes. These were also purchased and 
advantage has been taken of this opportunity to study the species 
while yet alive. Five examples of the New Providence Island 
Boa from five to perhaps eight feet long have been presented to 
the New York Zoological Society. They are still alive in the 
Reptile House at Bronx Park, where shortly after their arrival 
two specimens simultaneously gave birth to thirty-eight young. 
I regret that I do not know the number in each litter. Mr. R. 
L. Ditmars has also told me that several specimens of Alsophis 
vudii ate a few Ungualia; which were in the same case and have 
refused other food. 

Since the afore-mentioned paper was published, Dr. Leonhard 
Stejneger has published an excellent analysis of the herpetology 
in a volume 2 on the Bahamas edited by Dr. Shattuck of Baltimore. 
In general I agree very heartily with Dr. Stejneger's conclusions, 
but doubt whether Typhlops lumbricalis -will ever be found on 
New Providence. I, as well as others, have searched carefully 
for it on this island and have never heard of its occurrence. With 

'Barbour, Thomas. "Batrachia and Reptilia from the Bahamas." Bull. 
Mus. Comp. Zool., vol. 46, no. 3, pp. 55-61. 

''■The Bahama Islands. Edited by George Burbank Shattuck. The Geo- 
graphical Society of Baltimore; New York, The Macmillan Co., 1905, xxxii 
+ 630 pp., plates and text figs. 
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far less opportunity to hunt for it carefully I obtained a specimen 
near Marsh Harbor, Abaco, on July 6, 1904. I imagine that 
for some unknown reason this species has skipped New Providence 
in its northward progression, as Liocephalus carinatus appears 
to have done, though, to be sure, the species has not yet been 
taken on any island except on Great Abaco. 

For the Northern Bahaman Boa Boulenger's and Stejneger's 
application of Fischer's name is undoubtedly correct. 

Epicrates striatus Fischer. 

E. strigilatus Cope. Barbour, Bull. Mus. Comp. Zool., vol. 46, 
p. 59. 

Six specimens just born, and one considerably older; all New 
Providence Island stock. The very young ones are about 14^ 
inches long; the tail takes up 2| inches of this length. The 
color of these young is considerably lighter than that of adults, 
the opalescence is if anything more marked. One specimen is 
diffusely blotched with white laterally. 

An older specimen measures 28-j inches in total length but part 
of the tail is gone. This example is much darker in color than 
the small ones. The pattern is the broken irregular one which 
is characteristic of the adults of the species. In the very young 
ones, on the other hand, there is a dorsal series of light blotches 
separated by darker; below this laterally there is a light chestnut 
stripe very iridescent; below this again are three darker stripes, 
the uppermost lightest, the middle one darkest. Between these 
are two light bands, the upper one buffish, the lower one almost 
white. The bellies are ivory white. 

The natives call this the "fowl snake." The squamation of 
this species is typically so variable that the counts of these speci- 
mens are of no especial interest. 

Ungualia pardalis Gundlach. 

Six specimens, all from New Providence Island. One of these 
is younger than any examined heretofore. 
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In my previous paper the dichromatism of this species was 
mentioned. This is also shown very well among these specimens. 
One about 12 h inches long is almost uniform huffish brown above 
with a lateral row of small darker markings. A few dark mark- 
ings are on the gastrosteges, which are yellow. The tail is blackish 
above for one inch, below for less than \ inch. Two other speci- 
mens of about the same size are slaty blue with two dorsal rows 
of squarish darker blotches. Between these pairs of markings 
is a narrow very light band. Two others are brown with a double 
row of dorsal markings. The sixth, and smallest, is 5\ inches 
long. It is slate-colored, the dorsal markings are fused. There 
is a very distinct lateral row of squarish spots and on the gastro- 
steges posteriorly there are two rows of dark spots generally in 
pairs. The distal \ inch of the tail is bright yellow with the ex- 
treme tip black. Previously it has been noted that the amount 
of black on the tail seemed correlated with age. The scale counts 
of these specimens are given in the same order as that in which 
they have been mentioned: — 

13 25 23 23 23 23 



Sc. 



152+31' 149+31' 152+30' 157 + 33' 153 + 31' 153 + 33 



The natives call these "thunder snakes," because they say 
that they frequently crawl about after severe rain storms. 

This species is most frequently taken among the heaps of 
broken rock which are piled about the trunks of orange trees; 
or under stone walls. I have never seen one above ground. 



Alsophis vudii Cope. 

Twenty-four specimens, all from New Providence Island. 

The largest specimen is 43 inches in total length with the tail 
12 inches long. The smallest is about 21 inches long, with the 
tail nearly one third of the total length. 

The color of this species is vastly more variable than published 
descriptions and material previously examined, had suggested. 
One large one about 40 inches long, has the head and neck mottled 
black and rich reddish brown. There is a black stripe on each 
side of the neck. The color gradually changes until the posterior 
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half of the creature is deep lustrous brown-black. Another 
specimen is brick red above and almost salmon-color below. 
Still another is uniform ashy gray above, marbled with darker 
below. The top of the head is richly puncticulate with black 
and red-brown. There is a dark stripe through the eye, also 
several dark blotches on the neck region above. A number of 
specimens are rich chocolate brown both above and below, often 
with a light-edged dark stripe running through the eye. Several 
examples are brown above and pinkish beneath. The last speci- 
men which I shall mention is dark iron-gray anteriorly, shading 
posteriorly into olive-brown. This one also has a light-edged 
dark stripe through the eye. 

The Cuban specimens of A. angulifer do not show such varia- 
tion. I can but think that the Bahaman examples are worthy of 
specific distinctness. 

The natives call this "chicken" or "whip snake." I have 
added the scale counts of these individuals thinking that perhaps 
they may be of use for comparison when someone procures a 
large series of the Cuban form. It is remarkable how many of 
the tails are imperfect. 

New Providence Island specimens: — 

17 17 _ 17 _ _J7 _ 17 _ 17 

170 + 108 ' 165+ ? '109 + ? ' 165 + 104 '167 + 105 ' 164+"? 

17 17 17 17 17 17 



169+?' 166 + 107' 159 + 112' 169 + 111' 162+ ? ' 171 + 19 
17 17 17 17 17 17 



163 + 116' 163 + 101' 165 + 109' 168 + 110' 170 + 107' 165 + 117 
17 17 17 17 17 17 



165 + 106' 166+?' 164 + 119' 170 + 111' 169 + 113' 162+119 
Other specimens in the Museum collection show the following 
scale counts: — 17 17 17 17 

167 +T ' TTO +T01 ; 164+118 ; T61+ ? 

The four following are from Andros. Island : — 

17 17 _ _17 _ 17 

T71 + 121 ' 166+ ?" ' 161 +? ' 164+118' 



